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Synopsis

Most information regarding the French Canadians in Michigan concerns those who settled during
the French period. However, another significant migration occurred during the industrial period of
the nineteenth century, when many French Canadians settled in the Saginaw Valley and on the
Keweenaw Peninsula-two regions characteristic of Michigan’s economic development in the
nineteenth century. The lumber industry of the Saginaw Valley and the copper mines of the
Keweenaw Peninsula provided very different challenges to French Canadian settlers as they tried to
find ways to adapt to changing environments and industrial realities.The French Canadians of
Michigan looks at the factors behind the French Canadian immigration by providing a statistical
profile of the migratory movement as well as analysis of the strategies used by French Canadians to
cope with and adapt to new environments. Using federal manuscript censuses, parochial archives,
and government reports, Jean Lamarre closely examines who the immigrants were, the causes of
their migration, their social and geographical itinerary, and the reasons they chose Michigan as their
destination. Besides comparing the different settlements in the Saginaw Valley and the Keweenaw
Peninsula, Lamarre also compares the Michigan French Canadians to the French Canadians who
settled in New England during the same period. This book is a major contribution to the study of the
French Canadian migration to the Midwest and will be valuable to researchers of both Michigan and

French Canadian history.
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Customer Reviews



The first major study of the migration of French Canadians to Michigan during the nineteenth

century and their substantial impact on the state’s development.

Most information regarding the French Canadians in Michigan concerns those who settled during
the French period. However, another significant migration occurred during the industrial period of
the 19th century. The lumber industry of the Saginaw Valley and the copper mines of the Keweenaw
Peninsula provided very different challenges to French Canadian settlers as they tried to find ways
to adapt to changing environments and industrial realities. "The French Canadians of Michigan"
looks at the factors behind the French Canadian immigration by providing a statistical profile of the
migratory movement as well as analysis of the strategies used by French Canadians to cope with
and adapt to new environments. Using federal manuscript censuses, parochial archives, and
government reports, Jean Lamarre closely examines who the immigrants were, the causes of their
migration, their social and geographical itinerary, and the reasons they chose Michigan as their

destination.

Wonderful detail of the 1890-1920s and all the Canadians who left after their harvests and moved
from one part of Michigan to another, cutting the tree line more North each year to satisfy the
unsatiable appetite for lumber in the US.Many Canadians eventually made a permanent move as

they found year-round employment and a more stable income.Great book for history lovers.

Glad to find French Canadian history book written in English. My fault that my French language

capabilities are so poor.

An OK book

Great reading very informative
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